
The	  Pocklington	  Canal	  

The	  canal	  has	  been	  described	  as	  ‘A	  Gem	  in	  the	  Landscape’	  and	  offers	  nine	  miles	  
of	  walking	  and	  wildlife	  in	  the	  Yorkshire	  Countryside.	  

But	  it	  could	  have	  been	  so	  much	  different.	  	  There	  was	  little	  interest	  in	  the	  canal	  
after	  commercial	  use	  ended.	  	  The	  canal	  became	  derelict	  and	  overgrown.	  In	  the	  
1950s	  there	  were	  plans	  to	  fill	  it	  with	  sludge	  and	  it	  would	  have	  been	  lost	  forever.	  	  
It	  was	  rescued	  by	  the	  formation	  of	  the	  Pocklington	  Canal	  Amenity	  Society	  in	  
the	  late	  sixties	  and	  gradually	  restored	  and	  made	  navigable	  from	  the	  River	  
Derwent	  near	  East	  Cottingwith	  to	  Melbourne.	  

Now,	  with	  the	  support	  of	  Canal	  &	  River	  Trust	  and	  Natural	  England,	  a	  further	  
two	  miles	  from	  Melbourne	  to	  Bielby	  is	  being	  restored	  for	  navigation	  by	  PCAS	  
and	  CRT	  has	  received	  Lottery	  funding	  to	  improve	  habitats	  for	  wildlife	  and	  
promote	  the	  canal.	  

We	  invite	  you	  to	  join	  our	  society.	  With	  your	  subscription	  we	  can	  make	  faster	  
progress,	  with	  our	  eventual	  aim	  being	  to	  restore	  the	  whole	  of	  the	  canal	  to	  
Canal	  Head,	  next	  to	  the	  A1079	  road	  between	  York	  and	  Hull.	  

Membership	  costs	  £15	  per	  year	  for	  individuals	  or	  £20	  for	  couples/family.	  Life	  
membership	  is	  ten	  times	  the	  annual	  rate.	  Members	  will	  receive	  three	  
magazines	  per	  year	  keeping	  them	  informed	  about	  progress	  of	  works	  on	  the	  
canal	  and	  about	  the	  various	  events	  held	  locally	  each	  year.	  

As	  a	  special	  offer	  you	  will	  receive	  three	  months	  free	  membership	  if	  you	  apply	  
now	  and	  pay	  by	  standing	  order.	  Simply	  send	  your	  completed	  form	  (overleaf)	  
with	  standing	  order	  details	  making	  your	  initial	  payment	  on	  the	  1st	  of	  the	  month	  
in	  three	  months’	  time	  and	  then	  annually	  thereafter.	  Your	  membership	  will	  start	  
as	  soon	  as	  we	  receive	  your	  application.	  Please	  include	  your	  email	  address	  to	  
help	  us	  contact	  you	  with	  news	  and	  other	  information.	  

As	  a	  member	  of	  PCAS	  you	  would	  be	  welcome	  to	  join	  any	  of	  our	  volunteering	  
teams.	  We	  have	  weekly	  get-‐togethers	  keeping	  the	  canal	  tidy,	  painting	  locks	  and	  
bridges	  or	  even	  helping	  restore	  locks.	  We	  have	  an	  information	  centre	  at	  Canal	  
Head	  which	  opens	  on	  Sundays	  and	  bank	  holidays,	  and	  help	  is	  always	  
appreciated.	  Our	  members	  also	  help	  crew	  our	  trip	  boat	  New	  Horizons	  for	  which	  
training	  is	  given.	  Even	  if	  you	  cannot	  offer	  practical	  help,	  be	  assured	  that	  your	  
membership	  subscription	  will	  help	  to	  restore	  the	  canal.	  




