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EDITORIAL COMMENT

HAPPY NEW YEAR! THE FOURTH BRIDGE IS HERE

To all our readers a belated Happy New Year! You will be pleased
to know that the first three new swing bridges (i.e. starting from
Storwood) are now in place, complete with machinery, and work goes
on apacse on the fourth (For more details see page 6) With
Gardham Lock already operational since last July, this leaves only
three more bridges tco get us te Melbourne and Thernton Lock. The
financial arrangements for these are currently under discussicn
between BWB and the loccal authorities and it is reported that the
amount required fer the conclusicn of this first phase from
Cottingwith to Thornton will ncw be available in 1977/78.

TARGET '75 - COATES BRIDGE!

Work is expected tec continue on phase twc, from Thornton to Coates,
with further meonies allocated for 1978/79. This means that,

by 1979, we can look forward to having the restoration for canceing,
cruising and angling completed tc Thornten in 77/78 and to Coates
Bridge by '79, with the remaining section to Canal Head in use as a
nature reserve and for walking, fishing and kindred pursuits.

GRANT SLCOWDOWN DUE TO ECONOMIC CRISIS

What has happened is that some of the meney originally allocsated

for 1975/76 has had tc be postponed, with part of the Humberside C.C.
grant now coming in 77/78 and the remainder in '79. Disappcinting
certainly but understandable in the present economic crisis.

Be reassured! Canal funds have not 'run dry' - despite ore or two
recent newspaper headlines to that effect! ~ it is simply that in
company with many more amenity monies they have been put ‘'on ice'
for a while, which seems reasonable in the circumstances.

ENGINEER ONCE REMOVED - TAN M. WALKER

And at this poirnt, with the restoration well on the way, we would
like to thank Ian Walker for all his help during the last seven years
while he has been BWB's Area Engineer at Castleford. He left
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Yorkshire at Christmas to wmove to Upton-on-Severn, near Glcucester,
where he is now BWB Principal Engineer South. We are sorry to
hear he started the new job with a spell in hospital. We hope he
is now fully recovered, and we wish him and all the family the best
of good fortume in their new surroundings.

DEVELOPMENT DOUBTS

Pccklington Canal restoration being the first of its kind in this
area has meant that the public mcstly have no real yardstick to
measure events by, and there is a public relations exercise which
needs to be worked through. Understandably enough there has been
some local cencern regarding the possible effects of development on
the canal, and this has led tc a number of meetings being held
recently in Melbcurne. They were arranged respectively by the
Village Trust, the local Liberal Asscciation and the Melbourne Parish
Council. ~

FULLER FACTS TO COMBAT FEARS

These meetings were attended by the Scciety Chairman, Eric Lount,
Councillor Peter Barker, Ccuncillors Norman Atha and David Naylor

and Mr. R. Smith, Chief Planning Officer for Ncrth Wolds, respectively,
They outlined the backgrcund and planning and the projected effects

of restering the canal, and this certainly allayed some of the

fears which had arisen - many of them due, largely, to a lack cf

full information. Prcpexr informaticn IS impeortant and both the
Scciety and the varicus authorities are concerned that it should be
readily available.

PROPOSED OVERALL PLAN FOR THE CANAL AREA

In this connection the Borough of Ncrth Wolds, who are the lecal
Planning Authority, have given an undertaking to local residents

that no decisions will be implemented until a British Waterways overall
plan for the canal has been approved.

THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY - TO A PROMISING START!

At the invitation of the York Anglers' Association (who have the
fishing on the canal) EAL and SMN on behalf of PCAS, and R.0'K

for the Boat Club, met the Anglers' committee at the home of their
Chairman, Mr., T. Ridsdale, at Walbut Mill, just before Christmas.



The Anglers' new officials are keen to liasise with ail othsrc
interests on the canal and the evening, as well as being very
enjoyable, proved maost useful for all. Regular liaison is now
envigaged. The Anglers
have increased their numbers
considerably this winter

and fcundaticns have now
beern lzid from which we can
work to our mutual benefit
(see alsc page 23)

MEETING WITH YORKSHIRE NATURALISTS' TRUST - NOVEMBER '75

In an effort tc coordinate conservation interests on the canal,

Dr. Usher, Chairwman of the YNT Scientific Committee, invited
representatives of the Nature Conservancy, the University of York
Biology Dept, the E. Yorkshire Conservation Council, BWB and PCAS

to a meeting with them in York last Ncvember. BWB were represented
by G, Turner (Amenity Assistant) and Clive Wren (assistant to the

Architect/Planner at Rugby)

Metters of comcern tc the Naturalisis were discussed and the
restoration plans for the cenal were closely scrutinised. Perhzpa
the most important point to come cut of this meeting was, once

agaein, the pressing need for a much better interchange of information,
of all kinds and between sll groups, or individuals whe may have
interests in ths canzl area.

We are particularly grateful, in this connection, to Dr. John Lawton
of Yecrk University Biclogy Department, (no zelation to Chris Lawton)
for offering to write for us the article con pages 10/11, In it

he explains, in terms we can all understand, what the biologists

are after. We hcpe this may be only the first of a number of
articles explaining verious interests (including our own!)

CANALPHONE !

RING B1-723-8485 to get BWB recorded message about stoppages,
waterway events etc.,
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NEW BdDK ON CANAL ARCHITECTURE FROM BWB

Sir Frank Price recently launched a new book, published by the
Board on Canal Architecture. He said that the Board had won a
number of awards for European Architectural Heritage Year projects
and had gained a special award for continuing contributions to
conservation. Further projects to restore and improve canalside
buildings would be carried out. in 1976 and in future years, he said.
(BBC's 'Nationwide' showed an excellent bit of film and interview
in this connection on 26th February - though they didn't get as far
as Pocklington, of course!) '

THE LOCK HOUSE, CANAL HEAD

As it is likely that BWB will eventually rehouse their local employees
PCAS sought an assurance that the old Lock House at Canal Head, at
present occupied by Mr. Henry Richardson and his family, would not

be demolished. Sir Frank says the Board are keen to conserve
canalside buildings. This house should most definitely be cne of
them! It is of historic interest and it forms a most attractive
feature of the Canal Head area. We have few canal buildings on

the Pocky ~ all the more reason to safeguard those we have!

This also applies to the old warehouses by the basin, though these

do not belong to BWB but are in private ownership. We are glad to
hear from ﬁhe Estates Department at Leeds that they are now seeking
alternative uses for the Lock House if it should cease to be used

as a dwellinghouse. We have no doubt Mr. and Mrs. Richardson

would enjoy a more labour saving abode, but this house must certainly
be preservad intact!

ARE_AMENITY ASSISTANT, BWB CASTLEFORD

We welcome Mr. Gerald Turner, BWB's newly appointed Arsa Amenity
Assistant based at Castleford. This is one of four similar
appcintments made to deal more adequately with the increasing emphasis
on amenity matters on the waterways. Gerry Turner is clearly an
enthusiast and a well-informed one. He has already attended
several meetings concerning Pocklington Canal with the Yorkshire
Naturalists' Trust, and the various Local Authorities. He is to
speak at the Boat Club's AGM this month, and has already made himself
known to some cf our members at the Scciety's Annual Dinner in
February (see page 14)
BOAT CLUB PENNANTS, price £1.50 plus 25p post and packing; available
from the Boat Club and from PCAS. PCAS ENAMEL BADGES for members
‘ 40p plus= post and packing.
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THE RIVER DERWENT

Revised Parliamentary Bill Welcomed

Following strong objections from the Yorkshire Dexrwent Trust, the
Lccal Authorities and others, to its original controversial Yorkshire
Derwent Bill which sought to gain control of the navigation, the
Yorkshire Water Authority has now submitted a greatly revised version.
The revised Derwent Bill, which deals chiefly with pollution control
is generally acceptable and we welccme it.

Yorkshire Derwent Trust

PCAS also wish the Derwernt Trust all success in its continuing
efforts to restore the Derwent and to procure a responsible and
viable navigation authority for the river which will safeguard the
interests of all kinds of river users.

The Yorkshire Derwent Society

We are also delighted to know that our neighbour the Ycrkshire
Derwent Society is alive and well fcllowing an extracrdinary general
meeting last N:vember which produced a resounding vote to keep the
Society going despite the doubts of a group of its members.

WALTER COLDFIELD

It is with the greatest sense of loss that we report the death just
befecre Christmas of Walter 0Oldfield. He was one of our original
founder members and had served on the committee with only a short
break toc move house on retirement. Cheerful and kindly of manner,
he was a regular helper at shows, rallies and in many other ways.
He was also a founder member of the Boat Club. We extend our deep
sympathy to Mrs. Oldfield and their son.

The book commended by Sir Frank is CANAL ARCHITECTURE IN BRITAIN
a 40 page paperback, 60 colour illustrations, £1.50p. from BWB
(p.&p. 30p)



WORK PROGRESS ON THE CANAL - BWB AND VOLUNTEERS
Swing Bridges - BWB

The new, workmanlike steel swing bridges built for BWB are now in
place at Storwood (two) and ocver the restered lock at Gardham.

At Douthwaite's the concrete and brick base and the swinging gear
are about ready to r=ceive the deck itself, which is at present
sitting on the lighter on which it was successfully carried up the
canal after various adventures on the Derwent one foggy day when
the lookout plumped for the wrong hawthorn bush!

Church Bridge Facelift

BWB's Operation Bridgeguard squad are doing a magnificent job on
this very special road bridge. They are systematically repointing
and repairing all the old brickwork with the old, small bricks,

The curving buttresses, pillars and parapet look superb. (And to
think someone once proposed putting a flat ccncrete horror in its
place!!)

Trees

Our thanks to Mr, Harold Worner of Hull for replacement trees for
some that were vandalised near Cottingwith.

Canal Head - Pocklington Grammar School Volunteers

Mr. Robert Peel and five or six boys from Pocklington School have
besn doing a first-class tidying job around the Canal Head basin.
They have cleared back the spoil which had gradually been washed
down by the weather onto the coping stones. Ooe or two of the
massive coping stones ont the lower corners need resiting. That
apart, the basin surround now looks most handsome. The daffies are
all in bud up there too.

Wcrking Parties

There are volunteers ready and willing to come and tackle a
worthwhile job of a weekend, though we still lack a permanent WPO
(Could you do it??). Main problem at present is to find jobs
worth bringing them in for! We do hope shortly to get together
with BWB and others concerned to try to work out a longterm:scheme
of work which volunteers can usefully tackle



THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WOLDGATE - SAT, MARCH 27th
Election for Officers and Committee for 1976/77
All four Officers retire annually. The present four are all

willing to stand again.

O0f the nine committee members the four with the most votes serve

fer two years, whilst the remainder serve for one year. M. Ingleby
AM. N-well, and F.E. Steels still have a year to serve. We have
sadly lost Walter 0ldfield who died in December; Chris Lawton

had to resign when he left the district; and G. Alden, J.R.Henderson
D.E. Lount and R.0'Kelly retire. JRH, DEL, and R,U'K are willing

to stand again.

Nominations duly prcposed and seconded, and agreed by the candidate
should please xeach the Secretary (or Chairman) by Maonday, March 22nd

if possible

THANKYOUU sincerely tc all present committee members. Now please
send in nominaticns for new candidates! We are on the brink of
all sorts of exciting developments. We de need plenty of new
helpers with new ideas alongside those who have already been at it
for some time! Don't wait tec be asked - if you would be willing
just let one of us know! We'll do the rest! And, as we've said
before, we do work hard but we dc enjoy it as well.

Agenda fcr AGM: Apclecgies, Minutes =f last AGM, Chairman's Report,
Treasurer's Repert and Acccunts, Electicn of Auditors, Electicn
of Officers and Committee, A.0.B.

As scon as the business is ccncluded there will be a SLIDE/TALK
by FRED SCHOFIELD (see page 28) PLEASE DO COME! WE NEED YDU;

P.S. Could you contribute a Raffle Prize for the AGM?

'PONTY' REOPENED AFTER REPAIRS

Telford's historic Pcntcysllte Aqueduct cver the River Dee
near Llangollen is open again for Traffic following extensive
structural repairs by BWB, It was clesed last June when a crack
was discovered in one of the arched supporting ribs.

HAVE YOU paid your sub, yet for 1976 ? 7 ?
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PROFPOSED YORK RIVER CHARGES - STORM OF PROTEST !

. York Recreation and Amenities (!) Committee has recently announced
proposed new charges for pleasure boats using the ten miles of the
Ouse through York. The charges range from &£4. for a canoe or
dinghy to £44 for a 60 footer, and not surprisingly, there followed
a storm of protest in the local press etc,, Cllr. Richard Oxtoby
hastened to assure ue that the figures have to be ratified by the
full City Council and that they wesre only 'proposed ones' !

Meanwhile a widely attended meeting of river users was held at York
Motor Yacht: Club to coordinate objections and make suggestions

to the Council, Pocklington was represented, and PCAS has also
written toc the York Council. Most pesople appreciate the need

for SOGME charge but York's proposed figures for ten miles far outstrip
those made by BWB for some 2,000 wiles! And whereas BWB include

the use of locks, water points, overnight moorings etc., facilities

on the Ouse {other than at private yards) are minimal.

We stressed the need for better facilities and foxr consultation with
recognised bodies, Most of our boat owners are NOT wealthy.

A pity if Yprk ended by driving them elsewhere just as more of them
are beginnipg to discover the city's charm.

P.S. The chief public moorings are beside the Museum Gardens
with moorinb rings provided as a direct result of the York Rally
of Boats in 1971, organised by IWA and local Clubs and Societies,
including PCAS.

WATERWAYS NEWS' PICTURE - CANAL FOR UPGRADING ?

BWB's WATERWAYS NEWS for February carries an attractive picture

of Pocklington Cansl, cne cf fouxr 'Remainder' waterways featured
on part of the front page. It shows the lovely view from
Thornton Lock tail with c ows in flowery meadows. The Minister of
State for the Environment has told Parliament that he intends

to consider BWB'a application to upgrade some of the Remainder
waterways.

(P.S. WATERWAY NEWS is published monthly by BWB and is available
to the public for £1.50p per annum. Apply to the Editor:
BWB, Melbury House, Melbury Terrace, London NW1 6XJ)}
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PCAS AGAIN WIN N.E. WATERWAYS SILVER CUP -

PCAS have again been awarded the Inland Waterways Association M.E.
Region's silver cup. We won it first in 1972, for an 'outstanding
contribution to the waterways cause in the north-east'. It was
presented at the IWA Region Dinmmer at the Station Hetel, York in
January. It was on view at our own Dinmer in february at Yeadon
Airport.
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CHRISTOPHER JOHN O'KELLY

Christopher, aged 23, was the cnly child of “argerci and Raymond
0'Kelly, Assistant Secretary and committee msmbers of the Society.
Christepher and three friends were all lgst in & light aircraft
that went missing cff the Essex coast on January 4th on a return
Plight from a day in Amsterdam. Despite intensive searches no
traces have heen fTound.

Christopher had been working im London but contributed several
drawings ta '99' including one cof the boatyard below York's
Guildhall last June. He gave us the drawing on this page

for '9G' quite recently.

A memcrial service for Christopher and his friends was held in
Pocklington at which the Scciety and the Boat Club were represented.

We offer our deep cympathy to Margaret and Raymond.
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THE POCKLINGTON CANAL THROUGH A BIOLOGIST'S EYES

To most of you, a canal is obviously something you should put boats
on. But to other people, it might be all sorts of other things -
to the angler a place to fish, to the family a place to walk, or

to the corporation a place to dump rubbish. My concern for the
Pocklington Canal is as a Biologist.

For just over two years, the Biology Department at York University
has had an agreement with the British Waterways Bcard which allows
us to use the canal between Coates Bridge and Thornton Lock for
teaching and research purposes, and to manage the bielby Arm as an
aguatic Nature Reserve (in consultation with the Regional Officerxr

of the Nature Conservancy Council). We carry out these activities
under licence frem the Board, and of course the University pays

for the privilege. We put it to a variety of uses, the most
important being for teaching second year students something of the
basics of freshwater biolcgy (with classes of fifty and more), as an
area where third year students who are specialising in ecology can
carry out more detailed work, and as a main study area for a number
of pest graduate students. At the moment, I have four post graduate
students whose work is based entirely on the canal.

Why use the canal? The answer is very simple; there just isn't
anywhere any nearer York that provides such an abundance and
variety of freshwater organisms, both animals and plants. Compared
with the canal, the University lake, for example, is about as
biolcgically sterile as pea-soup, and much the same colour - gocd
for ducks and little else! The same is true over a wide area of
the Yorkshire Plain; drainage, infilling and pollutiocn have taken
a tremendous toll of freshwater habitats duxing the last 20 years,
so that areas like the canal are harder and harder to find. And
here lies a problem, The canal was built to carry boats, in an
age when the early naturalists had plenty of othexr places to pursue
their interests. Their modern-day counterparts, in contrast,

are left with very little else but the canal. The restoration of
what most of you would regard as the status quo (a 'working' camal)
could therefore represent a genuine and irreparable loss to the
biologist, whc no longer has anything better, This is not an
unusual problem in this small, overcrowded island. Indeed, except
for tops of the mountains and the seashore there are probably no
'natural' habitats left in Britain. All are more or less artificial
and modified by man; a canal just happens to be more obviously
man-made than many uthers.

The canal is biologicelly interesting in two, ultimately related ways.
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THE OLD CANAL

Man built her for commercial ends
-~ Industrialism's rising tide -
Now mother nature mskss amznds,
And casts her mantle far and wide
Along the old canal

Afloat cn a ribbon of silver light,
Reeds sway tc us as we pass

The coots and veles, whose sudden fright
Scatters them in the tusssck grass

By the edge of the old canal ;xéixé*kT 3
f
Y4
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A Tlash of irridescent blue

Across the waler green and cocol
And willow curtains hide from view
The skilfel ’fishers' private peo
As we move down the ©ld canal.

In stately elms the rocks still cry
Their ragged and persistent call,
Whilst hunting swallcws swiftly fly
From bank to barn and church and wall
At the side cf the old cznal.

At evening, with the wavelets stilled,
The rustling life comes crowding round
Like lapwings on a field new-tilled,
Here on the old canal

For the smell of the wstsr c'er the weir,
And the talk of the whispering reeds
Where the nervous moorhens disappeer
From mysterious waving water weeds;

for the slow-winged hercns awkward guise,
For the friendly wagtail's perky peise,
For innumerable Tishes' rise,

For total lack of dirt and noise,

- We're glad of the old canal!

-

by. £. Farndale Free.
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PCAS ANNUAL DINNER FEBRUARY 21st 1976

Several members had suggested a change of scene to Francis Loft

for this ysar's Dinner. So, on Saturday evening 2lst February,

‘a coachload travelled (not without some fslse starts!) from
“Pocklington to the Leeds/Bradford Airport at Yeadon whers we met

up with further guests to enjoy what all voted to be aone of the

best dinners yet. Following a first-rate meal our Chairman
welcomed our| speakers, Mrs, Jean Tallantire, Senicr Regional Officer
of the Yorkshire and Humberside Sports Council, and Mr, Gerxy Turner
BWB's new Area Amenity Assistant based at Castleford (He lives at
Goole which is right in our 'patch'). Many comments have since
been received on the excellence of their respective speeches, and

as Gerry Turner remarked, the timely arrival of a 'flying narrowboat'
on the tarmac just outside during dinner set the seal on the occasion!
Once again we are all greatly indebted to Hildas and Francis Loft

and to Eric Grewer for making the arrangements and MCing the
evening for Ps.

CHRISTMAS FAIR AND SOCIAL DECEMBER 5th_1975

Despite the disappointing attendance at this event at Melbourne
Institute, the svening resulted in a modest profit. Those whao
did attend eEjoyed a really excellent buffet supper and spent
generously at the stalls. Mabel Smith's painted stones were on
sale for the first time and caused much interest and admiration.
Our thanks to all who helped,

B.T.H, TRAILERS

BUAT TRAILERS FOR LIGHT DINGHIES, CRUISERS,
DEEP "V" POWER CRAFT,
DEEP "Q" SAILING BOATS,

ALL. OTHER TYPES OF TRAILERS,

lLocal Agent: E. EXLEY, Cherrytree Cottage,
Melboucne, York. 'Phone: Mel. 472.




THE OLD CANAL

Man built her for cocmmerciasl ends
- Industrialism's rising tide -
Now mother nature makes amzands,
And casts her manile fer and wide
Along the cld canal

Afloat cn a ribbon of silver light,

Reeds sway to us as we peass

The coots and vecles, whese sudden fright
Scatters them in the : grass

By the edge cf

A flash of irridescent blue

Across the water green and ccol

And willow curtains hides from view
The skilful ’fishers' private pool
As we move down the old canal.

In stately elms the rocks still cry
Their ragged and pexsistent call,
Whilst hunting swallcows swiftly fly
From bank to barn and church and wall
At the side of the old canel.

At evening, with the wavelets stilled,
The rustling life comes crowdin

Like lapwings on a fieid new-ti
Here on the cld canal

For the smell of the water c'exr the
And the talk of the whispering reed
Where the nervous mocrhens disappea
From mysterious waving water weeds;
For the slow-winged herons awkward guise,
fFor the friendly wagtail's perky poise,
For innumerable fishes' rise,

For total lack of dirt and noise,

~ We're glad of the old canall

by. E. Farnd=le Free.



-4 —
PCAS ANNUAL DINNER _ FEBRUARY 21st 1976

Several membars had suggested a change of scene to francis Left
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O0LD 'VAi GOGH' BRIDGE FROM WHELDRAKE DESTRUYED BY FIRE

"The old wooden 1ifting bridge which used toc span the Derwent at
Wheldrake (since replaced by a concrete 'ugly'!) and which was
stored at York's Castle Museum ready for re-erection in a Folk Park,
was Ge scoruyed lazt ivwve  or Lth by fize, when vandals got into a

Toe Lo Store. Ly tiie it fre brigacs arrivog 1t had burnt cut.

Tix.:e are scant remeins
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" 'ge on the river at
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rarnali, wnc usad to
live at Thorganby as a
child, well remembers

the old bridge complete and in workina oxder.

The superstructure of this bridge has long since disappsared, of
course, and only the actual bridge part remains now. Would it
perhaps be possible to reconstruct the old wooden lifting gear and
so preserve at least one reminder of the old stype bridges? And
that across the RIVER where it belongs, not in a park.

NABURN LOCK BANGQUETING HALL -~ FATE IN BALANCE

The Ouse Navigation Trustees want to demolish this 152 year old
listed building. Many local amenity groups are pressing for it to
be reprieved. It was designed for the Trustees' committee meetings
but few are recorded. Their annual banquet seems to have been its
main use. It hes been unused for many years now. The problem is
to find a suitable use for it and the funds to put it in oxder.
Anyone any bright ideas??
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HELP !'! WOULD YOU LIKE A NICE LITTLE JOB 2?7

Dur MAGAZINE ADVERTISERS are a much valued suppeort to the Scciety.
At present the hard-pressed editor copes with the adverts, but this

is something which could well be done quite separately. It means
contacting the advertisers cnce a year, usvally in order to check
his requirsments and to collect the nuliey. Alsc seeking out further

possible advertisere. Is thiz scm
have @ gz at? FPlease think abcut it! (And preferably don't
just think either!) Please!

ching YOU woulo be willing to

_ AND ANOTHER ONE TLU? 7

Dz veou have a CAMERAY? It would be a great help tc have somecne

Wi could go sround and recora exciting evenits such as the arrivael
py Large of & new swing bridge, cr work in pregress on piling, or a
schual party or thz York University PFiclogy group at work on the
canal side, Thase and many othsr events tend to teke place during
the working day T - - 0 ocf 0. So visite 2t the right tirc srs
difficult. Coula YoU wecord zome of t -0 things for posterity
(and for the rest of us)? If you could do this just occasicnally
it would still hele, 5till ryre if you have eccess to a friendly
dark room znd enlergsr etc.

)

GLD PICTURES iI0

We are still anxicus to cocme across old piciures @nd reminiscences
of life arcund and on the canel in days past.

WE WANT YOUR IDEAS -- AND YOUR LETTERS!

Deer readers! This is YOUR Society, and YOUR magazine! Won't
ycu send us YOUR views? Let us know what kind of meetings YOU like?
Don't leave it all ts the poor committee.

Would you like events on the canal this summer? Could YOU organise
scmething? The committee's still trying te get its breath back
after .25t summer. It was guite a summer, cne way and another.



OLD 'VAiw GOGH' BRIDGE FROM WHEL DRAKE DESTROYED BY FIRE

"The old wceden lifting bridge which used to span the Derwent at
Whaldrake (since replaced by a concrete 'ugly'!) end which was
stored at York's Castle Museum ready for re-erection in a Folk Park,
was desiroyed last November Sth by fire, when vandals got into a
museum store, By the time the brigade srrived it had burnt cut.

There are scant remains
of a similex lifting
bridge on the river at
Wresslie Castle, where
the Centre span is
missing. There is ons
, ’ o gther, still in use as a
o fooe brid e te end from

N W i e

o
" bkt vy -
A .
———— .
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i W drpe o Inge Neeare
yo R o .- Reservs, just UDeires
i~ the mowth oi the

NG nTr oat Cotiing & 0.
i o (Best spprosched from
the WEST side of the
Dorwent nmeer the Ferny
. Boat Inn a2t Thorzganhy)
1 . Dur monber ¥ise Susan
! farnell, who used tso
live st Thorxganby ss a
child, well remembers

the old bridge cornplete and in working order.

Tne superstructure of this bridge has long since disappear=d, of
course, and cnly the actual bridge part remains now. Would it
perhaps be possible to reconstruct ths old wocden lifting gear and
so preserve at least one reminder of the old stype bridges? And
that across the RIVER where it belongs, not in a park.

NABURNM LOCK BANQUETING HALL ~ FATE IN BALANCE

The Buse Navigaticn Trustees want toc demolish this 152 yeasr old
listed building. Many lacal amenity groups are pressing for it to
be reprieved. It was designed for the Trustees' committee meetings
but few are recoxrded, Their annual banquet seems to have been its
main use. It has been unused for mapy years now. The problem is
to Tind a suitable use feor it and the funds to put it in order.
Anyone any bright ideas??
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RELP I'! WCULD YOU LIKE A NICE LITTLE JOB 77

Our MAGAZINE ADVERTISERS are a much valued scupport te the Society.

At present the hard->ressed editor copes with the adverts, but this
is something which could well be done quite separately. It means
contacting the adveriisers orce a year, usually in ocrder to check

his rzguirssents and to collect the money. Alsc seeking ocut further
possii-le advertissrs, Is this szmething YOU would bs willing to
have & gz at? Pl ¢ think about it! (And preferably don't

1

just think either!) Pleass!

__ AMD ANGTHER ONE TCO7? 7

Do vou have = CAMERA? It would be a great help to have scmeone
who culd - arscund snd reccrd exciting ~~9ts such as the arrival

by barg~ i a new gxing bric -, Tr work 1 rogress on plllng, ar a
schnTrl = or the York Uaiv raity B4 oy grous at work on the
canal 'd T > and oot gvenis tend to tske lzecz during
the wo V0 0 e sn o So visits ot the right i sre
gif ™t Lt Couvld YOU zecoxd - of thoo  things fexr o terity
(and fer the rest of us)?7 If you could o this just occasicnally
it weuld =till help, 5till more if you have access to a friesndly
dack r and enlarger etc.,

CLD PICTL#EE TOO

We arz 2til) anxicus to come across old pictures znd reminiscences

of life nc and ¢ She canal in days past.

1]

Eﬁ L= TN J

WE WANT YOUR IDEAS -- AND YOUR LETTERS!

Dear rs! This is YOUR Sociasty, and YOUR magazine! Won't
you send us YOUR views? Let us know what kind of meetings YOU like?
Don't leave it all ts the pcocor cocmmittee,

Would you like events on the canal this summer? Ceculd YOU organise
socmething? The committes's still trying to get its bre=th back
z=iter last summer, It was guite a summer, cne way an. .nother!



A _TRIP TO STOKE BRUERNE
On the 3lst May, 1975 I joined Dr, Michael Lewis's day trip to

Stoke Bruernme and Cosgrove. Situated about thirteen miles scouth
of Northampton, roughly mid-way between Birmingham and London, Stoke
Bruerne represents an important landmark in the canal world, The

canal built through the already established village, was originally
part of the Grand Junction Canal, which was planned as the major
component of a string of canals, joining London and Birmingham

in a direct route. This replaced the only existing waterway line
which went via the roundabout Coventry and Oxford canals, and the
unsatisfactory Thames Navigation. The Canal was opened in 18C0,
and its traffic was very varied; coal, grain, timber, lime, iron
and bricks wers among the major items, and at its peak, added up to
over a millien tons a year. In 1929 the Grand Junction amalgamated
with a number of cther companies as the Grand Union Canal to
compete with the railways. This largely failed, and after the
Second War commercial cargoes fell sharply away, the last regular.
traffic ceasing ir 1970.

The drawing shows the canal at the top lock of the Stcke flight

of seven locks, and has a total rise of 56 ft. It is now used
essentially for recreational purposes like most canals, and the
settlement developed by boat traffic round this area, is said to be
the most attractive in the country. This includes a lock house,
the thatched Boat Inn, the one-time wharfingers® accommodation, stables
and forge, four cottages for mill workers wilh ropewalk, and the
present BWB Waterways Museum Building. The latter was a steam
flour mill until 1913, powered by a beam engine, now the site of
the museum shop. The entire building was converted by the British
Waterways Board in 1963, after standing idle for 50 years. Its
contents form a collection of items and photographs typical of

all this country's canal history. On this occasion I had little
time to browse. I wanted a personal record of the place, and
focused my attention on the handsome white bridge which spanned

the canal. Just north of the village, from a stationary convoy

of moored, gaily painted narrow boats, relaxed families on holiday
chatted amongst their rigged-up washing lines, or returned on
board, laden with bottles from the Boat Inn. Eventually the lock-
gates opened, and 'Wild Thyme', broken lcose from her moorings,
sailed past me on the bank.

MARY INGLEBY,
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THE RIVER FOSS AND LAYERTHORPE BRIDGE

PCAS wrote tc the York City Engineer pressing the case for rebuilding
the bridge osver the Foss at Layerthorpe on the Inner Ring Read

to NAVIGATIONAL HEIGHT so as to keep future options open on the

river thrcugh York. (see last issue of '99' pages 20/21)  Our

letter reiterated the potential for trip boats and waterbuses
(already favoured by some York Councillers), and the relatively
flocd-free mporings which cculd be had there off the much more flocd-
prone Ouse. We mentiocmed the cld gaswcrks site which could make

a bocat park or marina, scmething fcr which there is an ever
increasing demand as more people acquire boats but are deterred from
the cld type 'ribbor' moocring. We pointed out that pleasure craft
did navigate toc the limit of the present navigation as recently

as last September, and that mcre were only put off by the cost cf
lock fees etc.,

The City Engineer‘s r2ply is disappointing. He says: and we quote:

'You may be interested to know that nc part of the Foss has been

used for pleasure bcating activities for many years and the sverage
number of pleasure craft passing intc the Foss each year for the last
eight years lhas been no more than three. These will not have
ventured up intc the area concerned and the lower part of the Foss

will not be‘affected by the closure.'

Apart from the first four lines contradicting each other, we wonder
if Mr. Waterman has actually read all of our letter. He also

says that the actual length of river concerned has been a navigation
in name only, 'because there is no berthing or mooring facilities
and the nature of much of the river is now unsuitable for boating.'

One might as well say that a house site is unsuitable for houses
because therk is no hause on it already! If safe berths were
available and lock fees less expensive we have no doubt there would
be many takers. Why is the river here unsuitable? Indeed trees
have recently been planted along the old gasworks frontage and

this stretch is certainly as pleasant as some parts of the Ouse.

Finally Mr. Waterman assures us that when the new bridge is
constructed it will have to be high encugh to ciear flood flows,
which means in practice that most small craft would still be able to
pass under if they so desired and use the upper length. 'l hope
you will agree', he says 'that to a large extent the closure

of the navigation is & technical exercise which will have little

or no effect on the use of the river.'

cont. over page



Let you FIRST CHOICE be from
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Barbridge Manina, Barbridge, Nr. Nastwich, Cheshire, Tel: W ttenhall 682/3

Hrighouse Marina, Armytage Road, Brighouse, Yorkshire

Bruwnston Marina, Braunston, Nr. Deventry, Northanrs , Tel: Hupghy 890325

Bristol Madne, Canons Rosd, Canons Mursh, Bristol 1, Tel: Brisiol 299626

Burtaad Wharf, Acton, Cheshire

Drayton Marinn, Benon Road, Market Drayton, Shropshire, Tel: Market Drayton 3101/2
Droitwich Marina, Hunbury Road, Droitwich, Worcestei<hire, Tel: Droitwich 3002/4012
Farcham Maring, The Mill, Lower Quay, Fereham, Hampshice, Tel: Farcham 4297/81426
L.ynini Murina, Warrington Lane, Iymm, Cheshire, Tel: Lymm 2945

’L‘]nuulwrn] Murine Centre, 14=18 Fooughborough Road, Mountscrrel, Nr l.oughbesough,

l.eicesterchire, Teb: Rothley 2144

New Mills Marina, {libbett Street, New Mills, N Stackport, Cheshire, Telt New Mills 45000
Nor'Wext Marino, Canul Wharl, Galgate, Nr luncaster, FLouncashire, Tel: JLancaster 751368
- Plymuuth Murine, Vauxhall Quay, Sutton Harbour, Plymauth PS4 ODP, Tel: Plymouth 62135
Retford Marinyg, Carolgute Dridge, Retford, Nottinghamshire, Vel: Retford 4218

Shardlow Marina, Dobson®s Boatyerd, Shardlow, Nr Derhy, Desbyshire, Vel: Shardlow.732
The Swag Beat {lentre, Mams lane, Stubhers Green, Nr Aldridge, Staflordshire, Tel: Aldridge 55444
Thorne Muring, tHutfield Ruad, Thorne, Nr Doncaster, Yorkshire, {el: Coole 812316
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It is true that the lsngth cencerned is short, and there may be
little effect appearent AT THE LOHENT. But thzre is undoubtedly

a FUTURE POTENTIAL and we would still press our criginal plea 1o
keep the options open. It is interesting that, even among
yoating enthusiasts themsslves, many who e few years ago would not
have he=an much ccncerned about the Foss are now in full agreement
with our plea!l

B.W.3., "WATERWAY ENVIRL... T HANDR K

R A R A R I TR R TR I
KEEP THINGS MATURAL AND RUBUST!

Az o .d suzolzment to this excellent H=ndbcok has just teen
e ived. 1% deals with 1 *hridges, {ences, stiles, hedges,
live xhins eic., showing L ':= recommended practice and designs.

=

@ are glad to see Pster White, the Becard's Architect,/Planmner,
stressing the importance of these everyday items in the overall
scene. As he says, almost everything we do has a visual and
environmentsl effact arnd we should txry to keep things locking
MATURAL. e T 34 smalate B TSTRTUG, LIMPLE, STRAIGHTFCRWARD,
Pls T DHAR CTZUSTICS EXIST...Z T THE CACRL-SIDE SCENE'. idess,
bz soy2, arc uszlces unlezs fhey are pve oted ans in ..o »npsd.

H

Hz viry cuch hepe toey WILL BC irulemant d!
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STOP PRESS!

LINCOLNSHIRE AND HUMBERSHIDE ARTS

The Society have been approached by the Lincolnshire and Humberside
Arts to explore ways in which their organisation might be ablse to
support and further the work beinmg done on the canal, especially
in the way of some 'local heritage' type project such as they have
already assisted in other parts of their region, where they have
piaoneered this kind of thing in addition to assisting all kinds
of arts activities. We are currently in discussion with Mr. Martin
Horrox of Baverley, their North Humberside Development Officer,
on this exciting possibility.

(More in the next '99')

YORK ANGLERS'ASSOCIATION (They rent Paocklington Canal fishing)

The York Anglers' Association appears to have been started as long
as 80 years agc, when day tickets cost 2/6. They must have had some
wealthy adherents in those days!

Present day charges and other details may be had from their
Secretary: Mr. John Horsley, 20 Burnholme Grove, Heworth, York.

CANAL RALLY PROBABLE ON MAY 22/23rd

P.C. Boat Club hope to arrange a Rally on the Canal for May 22/23rd
Make a ncte of the date now! at Hagg Bridge, they haope.

CANAL BOAT MOORINGS
The proposed CLUB MOORINGS at Church Bridge still await final

planning permission, Meanwhile BWB will allow Bgat Club members. -
to moor this summer at Cottingwith. Contact Club for details
please.

Secretary: Mrs. C. Alden, Angram House, Melbourne, York.
Phone Melbourne 423,

D.E. PYRAH, BWB AREA ENGINEER

We understand that Mr. D.E. Pyrah has just been appointed as
new Area Engineer at Castleford. We wish him well and hope soon
to make his acquaintance.
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PCAS STALL 1976 SEASON - PLEASE HELP!

The Snciety Stall is our chief fund-raiser. We see to basic
stocks, to bookings, and arranging transport. But we do NEED
HELPERS for behind the Stall!! Its usually a good day out (or
afterncon) too. So please let one of us know if you think you
could come along sometime(s). You don't need any special skills -
just a nice nature! Gifts for sale are always welcome toc, of
course, -~ anything you think might sell (More 'dates' for the Stall
in June '99')

NEW LINES
CANALS ON COBBLE STOMNES

PCAS Stall can now supply most unusual paintings of the waterways.
Mrs. Mabel Smith and her husband Leslie moved to York from London
last wintex. After exercising her skills on the more usual canvas,
wood, glass ete., Mrs., Smith has taken to painting en cobble stones.
She paints in oils, then glazes the whole surface. The finished
cobbles, of varying and cerefully chosen shapes, make most attractive
paper weights and ornaments, There are narrow boats, locks,
bridges, every kind of canal scene in fact. They mostly sell at
around £1.25 to &£1.50. Mrs. Smith has also depicted York Minster
the Bars and local village scenes on cobbles.

PCAS CAR AND WINDOW STICKERS

Attractive circular STICKERS are now on sale at 15p. In green

on a cream background they show the Society's badge with the unique
lock gage paddle gear, surrounded by the white rose of York and 99

(9 miles, 9 locks). Do please purchase and display one if possible!
Thanks to the kindness of our designer and of our manufacturer their
sale not only publicises the Scciety and the Canal but alsoc brings
in a modest profit.

BACK IN PRINT - 'FLYING SAIL' BY MICHAEL ULYATT

"FLYING SAIL' our member Michael Ulyatt's fascinating and
profusely illustrated bock abcut the old sailing keels of the
Humber waterways and the experiences of their skippers is now
available once more, price £2. Please buy your copy from PCAS
who are kindly allowed to benefit from their sale. Send £2. plus
25p post and packing to J. Nix, 74 Westminster Road, York or at
meetings.
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Established 1884

AUCTIONEERSy VALUERS, ESTATE AGENTS

and SURVEYORS

AGENTS FOR: The Leeds Permanent Building Soeiety

AUCTION MART: Yeork Livestock Centre

For a wide rarge of TOWN & COUNTRY properties
in both the POCKLINGTON & BEVERLEY arzas

VALUATIONS, SALES, PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

R.M., ENGLISH & SOV

1 Market Place, Pocklington, York.
Telephone: Pocklington 2555/
2185

42 Toll Gavel, Beverley, Beverley 882406
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF PCAS
(or RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP)

Please complete the form below and send with your remittance
to: Mrs. A.M. Nowell, Park House Farm, Storwood, Melbourne,
York. (or hand it to any Committee member).  Thankyou!

e me me e m m as e e o me em me Mm e Am A% e Be B B me e G e M e @e M e ke em e e

SUBSCRIPTION RATES now I wish to join PCAS...

Individual Adult &1, I wish to renew my subscription.......
Individual Junior EQE 40p

LR N R A I I R ST AN S

Pilease tick as necessary

Femily or Joint Membership 25p Total subscription
(husband, wife and all children enclecsed £
under 18 years of age)now £1.50

B o6 6o o oes 90 e e0as e

Corporate 5}\QD now £3,00 Age of Junior Members...... ceesenann
Name............................... _Enamel Member's
Badge 40p

AddresSS.c.eeesssasoeearonesvasenanans
- Please enquire for

details of Covenants
and Life Membership

s o s c0 0 re0es 000000000 s0000000

- e em am me e ee ms me wm em mm wm we Mm m Mm e e e ke Be @F B SW ®m Su W m Se mv G e e e

BANKERS ORDER

TO! teereeveconeossneseanasssnsasasessss.BANK

Please pay to Midland Bank Ltd., POCKLINGTON, York (40-37-01)

for the credit of the Pocklington Canal Amenity Society Account

No. 20674451 the sum of.iiiieiessssesnn.now and on January lst
annually.

NEBMEB e e eeseesosossasossssssscsssassssossconsasss

Address..ceseccceass ceceesctsersessasssnsens s



DIARY OF EVENTS
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Fri. March 19th Market Weighton C.S. A.G.M, at Newport
Fri. March 26th IWA (Hull) A.G.M, and Forum. 8 p.m. Hull

PCAS A.G.M. and Slide/Talk, Woldgate School
Pocklington, Starts 7 p.m. (Details pages 7/28)

Sun. March 28th M.W.C.S. Working Party (phone M/W 2470)
Mon. March 25th PCAS Committee, 7.30 p.m. Thornton
Fri. April 9th IWA NE Region A.G.M. Station Hotel, York
Fri. April 23rd IWA (Hull) Humber Pilot Slide/Talk 8 p.m.
Fri. April 3Dth YD5 Dinner/Dance, Stamford Bridge.

All welcome (see notice)
Men. May 3rd PCAS Committee (to be confirmed)
Sun. May 9th Market W. Boat outing (phone M/W 247C)
Sun. May 16th IWA Cruise Chesterfield Canal
Wed, May 19th YDS AGM. St. Olaves Hall, York 7.30 p.m.
May 22/23rzd Probable Boat Club Rally
Mon. June Tth PCAS Committee {(to be confirmed)

Note: IWA Hull meetings at Hull University Applied Maths
Bldg, Cottingham Road (Goodsg Entrance, to second block down
on right. 8 p.m. All welcome)

Advance Notice: Sat/Sun. Jume 11/12th Sowerby Bridge
Rally (Rochdale Canal Society)

Tues. Wed, Thur. July 13, 14, 15th
Great Yorks Show, Harrogate.

Yorkshire Derwent Society ANNUAL DINNER/DANCE 1976

is to be held at the CORNMILL, Stamford Bridge,
on FRIDAY 30th APRIL. Tickets: &2. 80P

Note: The YDS Stress that EVERYONE will be welcome to attend

this function, whether they are YDS members or not, and they
hope to see a really big gathering of friends.

SAE with money, please as_soon _as possible to:
Mrs. K. Bassett, 79 Southway, Beechwocd, Horsforth, lLeeds.
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DON’T FORGET

PCAS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING SATURDAY MARCH 27th

At WOLDGATE SCHOOL, POCKLINGTON (by kind permission of the
_ Headmaster)

AGM Starts T p;m. prompt +to be followed by A SLIDE/TALK by
MR, FRED SCHOFIELD, at B8 p.m. approx.
(as soon as we finish the AGM)

A HISTORY OF KEELS, 449 AD to MODERN TIMES -
(including Tyne, Humber and Norfolk Keels)

FRED SCHOFIELD has been a Humber keel Captain for many years.
He now captains, and used to cwn, the keel COMRADE which is
being restored and re-rigged by the Humber Keel and Sloop
Preservation Society. This promises to be a fascinating talk
with rare pictures.

DO COME ! BRING YOUR FRIENDS - ALL WELCOME !!

Only members may vote at the AGM, but ALL are welccme at the
S5lide/Talk. We hope to get through the business meeting as
expeditiously as possible,

HUMBER PADDLE STEAMER CRUISES IN 1976

HSPG CRUISES in LINCOLN CASTLE fer 1976 are on:

Sunday 23rd May Hull to Goole

Sunday 5th September Hull to Grimsby (with bus
to Cleethorpes)

There may also be a special Steamer/Rail Excursion to
Goole on Sunday July 18th, in connection with the Port of
Goole 150th Anniversary celebrations,

Details available shortly, If interested please contact:
HSPG Organiser, Mrs. E.M. Beadle at

40 Reyncldson St. Newland Ave, Hull.

Send S.A.E. please.
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George Cooper ‘& Sons

(COAL) LTD.
Deans Lane,

POCKLINGTON, York
Telephones 3180 & 3070

Wholesale Distribi.ors throughout
the East Riding
of all Grades of

HOUSE COAL,
CORE,
COALITE,
PHURNACITE








